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Winn/Television: The Plug-In Drug

SIMULATED AP ESSAY QUESTIONS

1. Rhetorical Analysis. Read the first eight paragraphs of “Television: The Plug-In Drug.”
Then write an essay in which you analyze the rhetorical strategies Winn uses to establish her
position that “television emerges as the important influence in children’s lives today.”

2. Argument. Read paragraphs 16-20 of “Television: The Plug-In Drug.” Using evidence
drawn from your own experience and observation, write an essay that supports, challenges,
or qualifies Winn's position on the influence of television on family life.

3. Argument. Read paragraphs 32-35 from “Television: The Plug-In Drug.” Then write a well-
organized essay in which you defend, refute, or qualify Winn’s assertion that “the television
experience is instrumental in preventing viewers from recognizing its dulling effects, much
as a mind-altering drug might do.” Use evidence from your observation and experience to
support your position.

]

A MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
These multiple-choice questions refer to the entire essay. :

_ 1. In the first paragraph, the speaker does 4. At the beginning of paragraph 8, the

which of the following? - speaker indicates a
I. places television in a temporal con- - a. continuation and affirmation of the
text ideas from the previous paragraph
II. implies a critical attitude toward tel- b. rhetorical shift from acknowledg-
evision ment toward the statement of a claim
III. states the thesis of the essay c. movement from statements of opin-
a. Ionly ion toward factual information
b. II only d. shift toward offering concessions to
c. III only ’ previously stated arguments
d. IandII only — e. movement toward the confirmation
e. Iand I only of previously stated claims
2. Winn presents the three quoted state- =~ 5. . How are the first two sentences of para-
ments in paragraphs 2, 3, and 4 in order ! graph 14 related to one another?
to , .~ a. the second presents as fact what the
a. show how early assessments of televi- first expresses as opinion
sion’s influence still hold true b. the second acknowledges the truth of
b. reveal the prescience of early critics what the first asserts
of media c. the second qualifies the acknowledg-
c. reveal the salutary influence of early ment offered in the first
television broadcasting d. the first provides examples that are
d. imply that early television critics expanded and elaborated in the sec-
were mistaken in their judgments ond
e. establish authoritative support for ~e. the first states with confidence what
Y her argument A5 the second regards with ambivalence
' 3. Winn uses each of the following EXCEPT 6. | In paragraphs 25-27, Winn is most criti-

; cal of television’s
stimulating effect
ease of use
glamorous attraction
harmful content
commercial appeal

authoritative support

appeals to logos

rhetorical questions
qualifications and reservations
arguments of policy

®poop
oo op
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7.

Winn/Television: The Plug-In Drug

The study paraphrased in paragraphs 33-35
suggests an association between the following:
happiness and passivity

satisfaction and activity

passivity and challenge

activity and satisfaction

happiness and opportunity

°© a0 o

SUGGESTED WRITING ASSIGNMENTS

1.

Marie Winn presents a critical view of a dominant technology in terms of its influence on
family life. Think about recent developments in media and communication, such as com-
puters, email, or cellphones, and write an essay about the influence they have had on family
life.

Write an essay in which you compare and contrast the rhetorical strategies that Winn and an-
other writer (such as Hearne, Sullivan, Tannen, or Wilson) use to develop his or her argu-
ment. Explain which is more effective.

Read two of the selections listed under Connections below. (For Berry, Birkerts, or Postman,
use one essay or chapter from their respective books.) Write an essay about the influence of
technology on contemporary life, culture, and/or education, using evidence from Winn and
the other selections as well as from your observation and experience.

In “Television: The Plug-In Drug,” Winn writes: “Surely it stands to reason that the televi-
sion experience is instrumental in preventing viewers from recognizing its dulling effects,
much as a mind-altering drug might do.” Pete Hamill writes in his essay, “Crack and the
Box” (see Connections), “In short, television works on the same imaginative and intellectual
level as psychoactive drugs. . . . For the junkie, the world is reduced to him and the needle,
pipe, or vial; the self is absolutely isolated, with no desire for choice. The television addict
lives the same way.” Read the two essays and consider the arguments that they present. Re-
ferring to both Hamill and Winn, write an essay in which you support or challenge their po-
sitions.

In his essay from 1995, “The Reader in Exile” (see Connections), Jonathan Franzen wrote,
“for every reader who dies today, a viewer is born, and we seem to be witnessing here in the
anxious mid-nineties, the final tipping of a balance. For critics inclined to alarmism, the shift
from a culture based on the printed word to a culture based on virtual images—a shift that
began with television and is now being completed with computers—feels apocalyptic.” Using
evidence from Winn and from other writers as well as your observation and experience, write
an essay in which you support, challenge, or qualify Franzen’s idea concerning the shift in
our culture. :

Beginning with Winn's essay, read one piece from each decade (the seventies, eighties,
nineties) and finally de Zengotita’s recent essay, “The Numbing of the American Mind” (see
Connections). Write an essay in which you describe how criticism of television and other media
has evolved over the years, and argue for or against Franzen’s suggestion that such criticism
may be “inclined to alarmism.”

CONNECTIONS INSIDE AND OUTSIDE 50 ESSAYS
INSIDE

Selections for a study or argument on contemporary issues:

“What's Wrong with Animal Rights?” by Vicki Hearne
“What Are Homosexuals For?” by Andrew Sullivan
“There Is No Unmarked Woman” by Deborah Tannen
“Cars and Their Enemies” by James Q. Wilson
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